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A Message From The Superintendent

Dear Parents and Guardians,

 I would like to begin this week by highlighting what makes the month of April so 
special, not only to our district, but to families and communities across the country. 
In April of 1972, the Autism Society began promoting what would become National 
Autism Awareness Month; a month where we promote awareness, appreciation, 
acceptance, inclusion, and positive action for those with Autism Spectrum Disorder, 
in all that we do. In this week’s edition of The Herald, you will read about some of 
our endeavors thus far, and what is still to come!

I want to give a round of applause to all of our students that have concluded their 
PARCC Testing, and send one last ‘Good Luck’ to our 6th, 7th, and 8th graders as 
they head into their final day of testing on Monday! 

Please join me in congratulating five of our senior Redwing student-athletes, as they 
have committed to furthering both their education and their athletic careers. Jaeda 
Henriquez, Ali Henriquez, Wilden Germaine, Tariq Felton, and Eddie Wilson will 
take the spotlight in front of their families, friends, coaches, and teachers on April 
12th during the Commitment Day Ceremony at Hoboken High School. You can 
read more about their commitments in this week’s Hoboken High School Weekly 
Update. We are all so proud of you!

Our commitment to providing a world-class, global-level education for our 
students made major strides last week, when four of our World Language teachers 
attended the annual Foreign Language Educators of New Jersey Conference. This 
year’s conference, entitled Oh, the Places We’ll Go! Pathways to World Language 
Proficiency and Global Citizenship, aimed to promote world language proficiency 
and global citizenship as 21st century skills that are critical to college and career- 
readiness, and to equip teachers with the tools to help students find success in the 
world language classroom and beyond. You can read more about the conference 
later in The Herald. We are also very excited for our Classrooms Without Walls 
Program, as they prepare to embark on their once-in-a-lifetime trip to London and 
Paris next week. While Classrooms Without Walls tours Europe, another group of 
students will be preparing for their own international exposure. When the Drama 
Department presents their staged reading of Fortune on April 28th, it will be 
simulcast to Annapolis Royal, Nova Scotia, Canada! Fortune follows the life of 
Rose Fortune, an inspirational Black Loyalist from Annapolis Royal. Following the 
reading, our students will host a Q & A session with the live audience in Annapolis. 
For more information, click here. Bon voyage, and break and a leg!

Also in Hoboken High School’s weekly update, you will read about the innovative 
look at the connection between music and dance in Physical Education classes, 
recap the Disney Sing Along Contest, catch up with the HHS Student Center, learn 
about the NJ STARS program from the Guidance Department, and delve into some 
of our classrooms.

I am proud to announce that our Hoboken Middle School art, science, and 
technology teachers will be participating in a STEAM Professional Development 
Program at Stevens Institute of Technology, designed to help integrate art into 
STEM education. The program, sponsored by the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation 
and the Center for Innovation in Engineering and Science Education (CIESE) at 
Stevens, will provide our teachers with invaluable resources and teaching materials 
for the upcoming school year.  Our partnerships with Stevens Institute continue to 
grow. We will also be engaging in professional development and offering a unique 
set of elementary school Math Circles courses in our Passport to Learning Program 
next year alongside of Stevens professors and students.  

Students at Hoboken Middle School have been busy too. This week, you can read 
about how English Language Arts students are connecting the ideas from their 
reading assignments to real-life situations, ponder over our budding artists’ classic, 
Picasso-style works, jump into some PARCC Preparation activities, and more. I am 
also very excited to bring the Junior Model UN program to the Hoboken School 
District.  Currently, we are organizing to put together a group of 5th through 8th 
grade students from all of our schools to participate in a full day workshop in Bergen 
County that will kickoff our district’s involvement in this extremely prestigious 
program.

April has also been an extremely busy month for our Early Childhood Program. I 
want to commend our entire ECE staff on a job well done in hosting our Preschool 
and Kindergarten Registration this past week, and thank our newly registered 
families for their diligence and commitment to their children’s education.

In this edition, you can take a look back at our PIRT Team’s latest workshop, 
Teaching Your Child Prosocial Behavior and practice ‘Mindfulness’ with our 
youngest learners. Please also take note of some of our outstanding classroom 
work! Read about our students’ efforts to plan and design a zoo, the animations 
they created using code in Project Lead The Way, and how they are ‘Building a 
Foundation’ both in the classroom and for their future.

This week’s edition of The Herald will give you an in-depth look into classrooms 
at each of our elementary schools. You can learn about different types of music 
from around the world with our Calabro students, time-travel to the future with our 
Connors Kindergartners, and catch up with some of the wonderful work at Wallace.  
Also, take note of the Connors School Art Show which will take place on April 
12th. The children and staff are very excited to host this special event.

I want to extend a friendly reminder that Thursday, April 13th is a 1:00 o’clock 
dismissal day, and Friday, April 14th schools are closed for Spring Break. When 
school resumes on April 24th, we will be in the 4th and final marking period of the 
school year.

Please join us at our next Parent and Guardian Academy event, Literacy:  Fun and 
Educational Activities for Parents and Children that is set to take place on April 11th 
from 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM at the Rue Building.  I also want to remind you that our 
Passport to Learning Information Session has been rescheduled for April 27 at 6:30 
PM in the Wallace Gymnasium. We will be discussing next year’s programming, 
updated logistics, and have on-site registration for the Fall 2017 session.

At the start of the school year, the Hoboken School District launched a new district 
website.  I encourage you to get acquainted with the new layout, features, and 
content. Resources such as our district calendar, program information, and important 
notices are published and continuously updated. I would also like to draw your 
attention toward our social media platforms. Please follow us on Facebook, Twitter, 
and WordPress.  Each brings district and school events, news, and accomplishments 
to you in real time. 

Sincerely,

Christine A. Johnson
Christine A. Johnson
Superintendent of Schools

Hoboken Early Childhood Education

www.facebook.com/hobokenpublicschools

www.twitter.com/hobokenschools

www.hobokenschooldistrict.wordpress.com

For the the latest District information, be sure to connect 
with us on social media! We publish all of our school 
news, upcoming event information, announcements, and 
more, for your convenience! 

A Message From The Principal
Greetings Brandt Families, 

I am so excited to share with the Early Childhood community that we have engaged 
with many families for the registration of new PK3, PK4, Kindergarten and Grade 
1 students. After much thinking and listening to your feedback, we saw that the 
process was much more efficient than in years past. On average, families were 
in and out in under 30-minutes. Thank you to all who took the time to send your 
thoughts regarding this endeavor. We are so proud of the amazing work that children 
and teachers engage in at the school-level on a daily-basis. Our schools are special 
places and we cannot wait to welcome new students in the fall. 

At Joseph F. Brandt we take great pride in communicating the importance of 
kindness at all levels. We are supporting a school construct that melds cognitive 
and social development daily. We want confident and kind learners who see their 
place in this big, blue world as agents of change and purveyors of brilliance. As 
we usher in spring, our students can be seen engaging in mindfulness exercises in 
kindergarten and beyond, where they meditate and “find their core” to find peace 
and calm. It is refreshing to hear young children saying, “I need the cozy corner 
to find my core” or walking the hallways in whatever peaceful pose they have 
selected for themselves. It is because of this melding of varied practices that our 
students have high levels of confidence  and are very discerning when it comes to 
feelings. It is a great awareness. We are also growing exposure to our Brandt Artists 
in Residency to include the youngest learners. We know that brilliance manifests 
itself in many varied ways and want to provide all of the opportunities to be able 
to identify it. Ask your child about our school. Ask them about how they make and 
maintain friendships. Ask them how the adults speak to them in the classroom and 
in the hallways. As I said in the beginning of this message, we have kindness as our 
driver. You are all welcome to attend the Spring Fling on the 13th at 6 pm and our 
production of Ivy and Bean on the 28th at 1:30 pm. Let us celebrate the many ways 
that children share their brilliance with us!

Sincerely,

Principal Sandra Rodriguez-Gomez

Connect With Us On Social Media!

Salvatore R. Calabro Elementary School News

A Message From The Principal
Dear Calabro Learning Community,

As the 3rd Marking Period is quickly coming to a close and warm weather 
approaches, please ensure that your child is on time to school each day no later 
than 8:15 a.m.  I am continuing the “Principal’s Attendance Challenge” that we 
celebrate each month at our Morning Meeting.  The class with the best attendance 
for the month receives recognition and a prize. We have a thrilling competition 
going this year with a few repeat champions!  Looking forward to see which class 
wins for the month of April!

Great job this week by our 5th grade students who completed PARCC testing on 
Friday, April 7th!  Best of luck to our 6th grade students who will finish on Monday, 
April 10th!  Always remember our school spirit motto, “Never Give Up and You 
Will Shine.”

In this edition, we highlight our music classroom with Ms. Monblatt, Project Lead 
the Way with Ms. Farooq, and our kindergarten with Mrs. Aiello and Mrs. Monaco.  
I know you will enjoy learning about the student activities this past week, which 
include creating instruments out of recycled products, creating circuits/switches, 
and sorting/contrasting. Check out the pictures of our students who are cognitively 
busy and challenged in the abovementioned classrooms.

On Friday, April 7th, students and staff wore blue in support of Autism Awareness 
Month. The annual World Autism Awareness Day was celebrated on Sunday, April 
2nd.  On this day, landmarks across the world were lit blue to show support. 

A PTO memo was sent home this week regarding participation in the “Spring 
Fling” event on Saturday, April 29, 2017, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. (rain date 
on Sunday, April 30, 2017).  If you are interested in joining the Calabro team, sign 
up with the Calabro PTO by Friday, April 21, 2017, at https://tinyurl.com/nxzp3wa.

Best,

Joseph P. Vespignani, Ed.D.

Thomas G. Connors Elementary School News

A Message From The Principal
It is never too early for our young scholars to begin thinking of their career path. 
Our kindergarten students had the opportunity to dress up and represent their future 
careers. Students are looking forward to becoming engineers, professors, police 
officers, firefighters and teachers. Planting seeds at a young age is very important 
and our kindergarten teachers provided a wonderful opportunity for our students. It 
is exciting to watch them explore their possibilities.

Our 6th grade students received a great surprise this week. They had the opportunity 
to meet the new principal of the middle school. Dr. Davis stopped by Connors 
school to see our 6th grade scholars in action. They had the opportunity to ask her 
questions and share what they would like to see during their middle school years. 
Dr. Davis and I discussed with students how we both plan to work closely together 
to ensure the academic success of students once they transition to the middle school.

Art and music education is very dear to my heart. I love the Arts and have been 
singing to my new Hamilton soundtrack almost daily. The arts offer an opportunity 
for students to express themselves and serve as a creative outlet. Connors School is 
hosting our first art show next Wednesday at 5pm. This will be a great opportunity 
to come together as a school community to support our students. Mr. Azzarto has 
the band and chorus in final rehearsals for their performance. Ms. Musella will 
showcase a piece of art from each student in our school. Our amazing PTO is 
putting the final touches on raffle baskets and have done an amazing job organizing 
this event.

As we are finishing up with our PARCC testing for this week it is important to 
remember that
learning does not end just because we finish our state tests. We will continue to 
involve your child in rich learning experiences daily. You will be notified if your 
student is in need of a make-up date due to an absence during our regular testing 
session.
 
As always, I look forward to the continued work that we do together for the success 
of every child.

-Dr. Pollins

Parent & Guardian Academy

Don’t forget about our Parent & Guardian Academy! 
Each month, we offer workshops on topics detailing ways 
to set your children up for success inside the classroom. 

Please note the following change in scheduling:

Passport to Learning Information Session
April 27, 2017

6:30 PM - 8:00 PM
Wallace School Gym

Visit our Parent and Guardian Academy webpages by 
clicking the logo or the link above for more information 
on upcoming events!

Connors School PTO
April PTO Meeting

Join us Tuesday, April 11th at 5:00pm in the new media 
room.  We’ll be prepping for the Connors School Art 
Show!

Connors Garden

The PTO recently collected second-hand gardening tools 
and supplies for our school.  We’re excited to support our 
special Connors School Garden!

Connors Art Showcase

Join us Wednesday, April 12th from 5:00pm-7:00pm 
for our Art Showcase Event!  We’ll have art from 
every student on display, performances from our school 
band and choir, activity tables, light refreshments and 
AMAZING raffle baskets!!

Wallace Elementary School News

A Message From The Principal
As was the case last week with third grade, this week was no different. Our fourth 
grade team did a marvelous job handling PARCC administration. A huge thank 
you to our staff for running a nearly seamless assessment, and of course, to our 
students for performing admirably each day. Our PARCC administration at Wallace 
concludes after Spring Break with fifth and sixth grade. There will be no testing 
next week, April 10 – 13. 

A glimpse of the work posted in our hallways and in our classrooms continues to 
show some truly great authentic literacy practices in place. Students are reading 
and writing across subject areas and the quality of work has grown over the past 
few months. In our first floor hallways, students from pre-k, kindergarten, and first 
grade composed some great pieces welcoming the spring season. Mrs. Reading and 
her pre-k friends did an especially wonderful job writing about what they like to 
do on rainy days! Our youngest learners are also writing about what they can do to 
conserve the planet with Earth Day approaching on April 22.

A walk on the second floor shows students in Ms. Garcia’s second grade class 
spent some time writing about the differences between rural, urban, and suburban 
communities. They also wrote stories in which they changed the point of view 
of the narrator from one character to another – a skill often seen on the PARCC 
Assessment. Ms. Soler and her second grade science classes wrote about fast and 
slow changes of land and created flip charts complete with visual representations. 
A walk on the third floor will also show some great science-based writing in 
our upper grades. Ms. Biles and her students experimented with soap and wrote 
reports about what types were most effective to combat germs, while Ms. Mitsakos 
and Mrs. Peters had students analyze and identify different types of rocks. They 
also made visual representations of the earth’s crust.  On the math side of things, 
students in all of our grade levels continue to engage with PARCC-style extended 
constructed responses. These ECRs are the focus of classroom data walls. I am 
extremely proud of the fact that the academic output of Wallace School continues 
to grow and flourish. 

Martin Shannon, Principal

Martin Shannon
Principal

Hoboken Middle School News

A Message From The Coordinator

PARCC testing is in full swing and the students have really stepped up to the plate.  
Our attendance has been very good, and everyone is putting in 100%.  We will 
resume our regular schedule on Tuesday April 11th.  

April is National Poetry Month.  There are many great ways to celebrate poetry: 
reading, writing, or listening.  Two great websites are poets.org and poetry.com.     

Students can still participate in an after-school club.  The Debate Club and the 
Coding Club still meet regularly as does the Service Club.  Ms. Geleailen can 
always use volunteers to help with creating the HMS Memory Book. 

The 4th marking period is just a week away.  It is hard to believe how quickly the 
year has gone by.  As always, thank you for your continued support of our program.

--Tara Donnelly

Middle School Picassos

Hoboken High School Newsletter
Click the thumbnail below to read the Hoboken High 

School Newsletter!

PARCC Testing Schedule

April 25 Dinosaur Rock Assembly Program 
  Grades K-6 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.

April 28 Monthly Morning Meeting

Social Media Connection

TG Connors Elementary

Connors Elementary School is on Facebook and Twitter! 
Stay up to date by liking and following our social media 
pages!

@ConnorsSchool

Wonderful Work at Wallace

Digital Backpack

Be sure to check our Digital 
Backpack for all the latest 
flyers, announcements and 
event information!

Click here to visit our Digital 
Backpack page.

PLTW: Inspiring our Students 

A Hoboken Public School District Video Production

The entire Project Lead The Way Team in the Hoboken 
Public School District has been busy. Click the picture 
above to watch a short highlight video from this year.

Practicing Mindfulness at Brandt

Physical Education Update

Mindfulness is the practice of being in the present 
moment and accepting it without judgment.  Mindfulness 
can be practiced in many ways using various techniques, 
and simply requires your attention. When we get mad, 
embarrassed, or frustrated, mindfulness can help us find 
a calm, still space within ourselves so our emotions don’t 
get the best of us.  With awareness of our emotions and 
surroundings comes gratitude and happiness for what is.  
“Stress happens when your mind resists what is... the 
only problem in your life is your mind’s resistance to life 
as it unfolds.”(Dan Gilman)

At Brandt School, mindfulness is being integrated 
throughout the school day to support emotional health 
and well-being of staff and students. Before the school 
day begins, Ms. Forte hosts a 10-minute guided 
meditation in her classroom for staff to start the day off 
with intention. Students also get a dose of mindfulness in 
various classes during the day, like music and art.  

Ms. Forte said, “As learners transition from students to 
artists, we pause for a moment to collect and rest our 
bodies and minds.  We let everything go and become 
aware of where we are, the sounds we hear, and the 
scents we smell.  We check in with ourselves to ready 
the body and mind for art class.  At the end of class we 
bring our hands to heart center, stand tall and strong like 
a mountain,  and silently express gratitude for what we 
did that day.” 

HECAC members held an in-person meeting this week to make plans for the 
remainder of the school year.  We have some exciting new blog posts planned, 
including interviews with children from Brandt and Calabro.  We will also be 
participating in the Hoboken Public Library’s Book Festival in June.  

Pre-K families, a gentle reminder to please fill out the family survey that was 
emailed to you from the family advocates.  We appreciate you taking the time to 
share your thoughts with us!

HECAC would like to thank and honor the hardworking Early Childhood 
Education team members for all of their efforts with pre-k registration this week.  
We appreciate all the work that went into planning and ensuring a smooth process 
for incoming families!  Way to go!

Stay connected with HECAC on Facebook https://m.facebook.com/
HobokenEarlyEd/ and Twitter @HobokenEarlyEd for photos, blog posts, and 
announcements about family events.

Inside the Classroom

Project Lead The Way

In PLTW class, the 6th grade students have been engaged 
in deepening their knowledge of electricity. Snap Circuits 
have been used to create circuits with switches, diodes, 
and LEDs. Students have been making journal entries 
with the schematic symbols of circuits as they learn about 
different electronic components and functions. They 
have been utilizing four types of mechanical switches to 
turn on the circuits. 

Calabro 5th grade students have been learning about 
the human body which is designed to protect them from 
both injury and illness. Students focused on the immune 
system organs which play a unique role in fighting off 
bacteria, viruses, and other foreign invaders. They have 
investigated the lines of defense their body uses to keep 
them healthy by conducting several investigations. The Sounds of Music Around the World

Kindergarten Students Dream of the Future

Kindergarten students were able to spend a day where they dreamed of what is to 
come in their future. Students were invited to dress up in the clothing of the future 
career of their choice. It was wonderful to see the wide range of career aspirations, 
though many of us were especially excited to see the future teachers excited to 
join the world of education! Students all took pictures with their future aspirations, 
but we wanted to surprise parents and students so you will have to stay tuned for 
pictures revealing the students’ true identities! 

In PE, students in K-2 are learning about healthy eating habits through discussions 
and playing fruit and vegetable themed tag games.  Grades 3-6 are beginning to 
play modified basketball games.  Students are highlighting characteristics of a 
positive teammate.  Next week students will participate in the final round of fitness 
testing for the school year. Stay fit! Stay healthy!

Ms. Soler and her second grade scientists analyzed and 
described fast and slow changes to land. 

Ms. Gualario’s class and Ms. Burns’ class caught spring 
writing fever. 

Our crafters completed their zippered pouches this 
week. The pouches have an outer fabric and a different 
lining fabric. This project required the following skills: 
measuring, cutting, pinning, and machine sewing with 
a regular and zipper foot. Over the year, students are 
demonstrating more confidence with threading the 
machine and dealing with tangles when they happen. 

Upcoming Events

April 13 K&1 Brandt School Dance
  6:00 PM

April 24 Week of the Young Child

April 28 Ivy & Bean, The Musical
  1:30 PM

PLTW Launch

The kindergarten science students recently completed module four in Project Lead 
The Way, Animals and Algorithms. In this module, the students were challenged 
to create animations using computer code. By using the program Scratch Jr. on 
their iPads, the students learned how to create a basic set of instructions that would 
animate their chosen animals and show how these animals were able to move 
through their habitats. In the initial lesson, Animal Maze, the students learned how 
to write a basic program and how to work well as a team. They learned that humans 
control computers by programming them, by writing a program for their animal to 
follow. By using motion blocks, the students were able to program their characters 
to behave in the way that they wanted. Throughout the lessons they learned to 
move multiple characters, add text, find bugs and even create sound!

As the students perfected their skills, they kept track of their designs and the codes 
they created by recording their plans and results in their launch logs. Throughout 
the course of the module, we continued to stress the importance of the engineering 
design process as an integral part of our planning, creating and evaluating. All of 
the goals that the students have achieved this year and the skills they have learned 
will help them immensely as they move on to grade one and continue with new 
projects and modules.

I am really excited to report this week’s Pennies for 
Patients collection. We have collected $1,039.36 so far.  
Our original goal was $1,000.00.  We now have a new 
goal of $1,500 and I am pretty sure that with a week and 
a half left to go, we will achieve our new goal. It is a win-
win situation. The top 3 classes each win a prize & the 
children with blood cancers win with money to help find 
a cure. All money is due back to your child’s teacher by 
Wednesday, April 12, 2017.

On April 12, 2017, we will be having a Children’s Oral 
Health Program for the school given by the State of 
NJ Department of Health.  Each grade will be learning 
something about the importance of good oral health 
hygiene & healthy food choices. Gr. K & 1 will have 
“Project Brush”, Gr. 2 & 3 will have the “Smiles” 
program, Gr. 4 & 5 will participate in “Sugarless Day 
to Prevent Tooth Decay,” and Gr. 6 will focus more on 
healthy eating habits.

A Note From Our Nurse

Growth Mindset Image of the Week

As part of a PARCC prep current event skills challenge, 
students in Mr. D’Bernado’s class utilized text-based 
evidence and the tools of thinking, writing and speaking 
to debate the importance of and overall impact of good 
manners in American society today.

Photosynthesis BINGO in Mr. Joffe’s class during 
PARCC week!

Sewing and Crafts Club

Inside the Classroom...

The kindergarten students at Brandt have been immersed 
in everything animals.  Our theme of study over the last 
three weeks has been different aspects of the animal 
world.  We have been researching, reading, studying, 
creating and writing about animal differences and 
similarities, how to care for animals and the different 
habitats in which animals live.  Moving beyond the 
reading and writing, the students applied their new 
learning in creative ways.  In Mr. Sheridan’s and Ms. 
Heras’ class, students worked in cooperative groups to 
plan and design a zoo.  They discussed and wrote about 
what they would need to take care of the animals in 
their zoo.  The animal theme culminated when students 
worked in rotating centers to design informational 
posters for the different habitats we studied.  Each group 
presented their product highlighting their new learning. 
We hope you enjoy hearing about all they learned and 
are capable of doing.  Our students ROCK!           

This school year, third grade general music students have been learning about the 
different ways that music exists around the world by listening to and performing 
a wide variety of musical genres. In addition to studying the styles of Baroque, 
Classical, Romantic, Modern, and Jazz music, students have recently started 
exploring contemporary music from across cultures in greater depth. This week, 
students watched a small clip of the documentary, “Landfill Harmonic”, which 
focuses on the incredible youth orchestra in Cateura, Paraguay that performs on 
instruments made entirely from trash found in the town. Students watched in awe 
as the young musicians in the documentary performed on violins made from metal 
cans and forks, cellos constructed from oil containers, a saxophone with bottle caps 
for keys, and even a drumhead consisting of an old X-Ray film. 

To turn their knowledge and inspiration into meaningful action, students were 
tasked with creating their own instruments through a “recycled instrument project”. 
Students were asked to use recycled/discarded household items such as cardboard, 
toothpicks, rubber bands, popsicle sticks, and plastic bottles to create their own 
instrument. Students incorporated cross curricular connections throughout this 
process by sketching a design of their creation, calculating the dimensions of their 
instrument, experimenting with the frequencies needed to create different pitches, 
and deciding upon the most effective materials. During class presentations, students 
used music vocabulary terms including “crescendo,” “accent,” “fermata,” “sharp” 
and “flat,”, to discuss the capacity of their instrument to create different sounds. 
Upon completion, students completed a rubric analyzing their project and composed 
written reflections detailing their experiences during this unit of instruction. This 
talented and creative class emerged with a widened view of how music can be 
created AND 17 truly unique instruments! BRAVO to all for your fantastic work!

Kindergarten Math Concepts

This type of thinking during younger years helps children 
understand that things are alike and different.  It starts 
them on the path of applying logical thinking to objects, 
and mathematical concepts in everyday life.  Children 
who learn how to compare and contrast usually become 
great thinkers and do well in math.

If you could see what I see
While 8th grade students are reading Uglies by Scott 
Westerfeld, they are engaging in discussions about 
body image and plastic surgery.  Ms. Falcone’s students 
watched a documentary this week entitled,  If You Could 
See What I See. Students used their skills of annotating 
while reading, to annotate the stories told during the 
documentary.  Students jotted down notes of each 
person’s story and determined whether or not our novel’s 
protagonist, Tally, could live in the present day.  This also 
allowed students to reflect on our society’s perception of 
body image, recognizing the fact that we should embrace 
all our unique traits!

Urban Legends and To Kill a Mockingbird
This week, Ms. Falcone’s period 2/5 English class 
continued reading To Kill a Mockingbird, focusing 
on the concept of urban legends.  In order to become 
more familiar of the enigma that is Boo Radley, students 
discussed how urban legends are developed and why 
certain stereotypes are created. Students analyzed how 
Scout and Jem perceive Boo, which ultimately influences 
the reader’s perception of the character.

Upcoming Events

April 11 PTO Meeting 
  8:00 AM

April 12 Art Showcase 
  5:00 - 7:00 PM

Passport to Learning Homework Help

While we have spent the last few weeks 
highlighting the amazing enrichment programs 
that comprise our Passport to Learning, the 
benefits of the program do not stop at 4:15 
when those enrichment clubs end. After clubs 
end, students come together in the cafeteria for 
homework help. In addition to teachers and 
staff members supervising students, students 
often assist each other to complete that night’s 
homework activities. Students also receive 
dinner at 5:00 if they choose to eat at school. 
The program runs until 6:00pm, giving an 
additional 3 hours for students to participate 
in clubs, receive homework assistance, and 
eat a delicious dinner provided by our food 
services provider. 

Parent Reminders

Box Tops will be collected all year long.

Send in your used books Tuesday April 11th, to support 
the Milk and Bookies program.

Send dried out markers to Ms. Forte, Calabro Art teacher.

PIRT Workshop Recap

The Preschool Intervention and Referral Team (PIRT) conducted a successful 
parent workshop on March 30, 2017.  Parents learned about the importance of 
prosocial competence and strategies to ensure that their children learn to self 
regulate, demonstrate empathy and problem solve. 

Promoting self control is an integral component to the development of prosocial 
behaviors.  Parents learned that modeling expectations, having concrete, positively 
stated rules, direct instruction, and integrating emotions via labeling and validating 
are the foundation to building empathy skills. 
 
When teaching children to empathize with others, it is important to first acknowledge 
that all emotions are valid.  All preschool classrooms have “Feelings Check-Ins” in 
which children label their emotions; teachers validate the emotions and then review 
that emotions are fluid and can change.  Parents reviewed conflict resolution steps, 
learned how to implement the Tucker Turtle Technique, and took home examples 
of problem solving activities to implement with their children.  

At the end of the workshop, parents participated in a “make and take” activity, and 
created calming bottles utilizing recycled water bottles, water beads and glitter.  
Calming bottles can be used as a mediator in conjunction with a cooling off period. 
Children can simply shake the bottle and watch all of the beads and glitter fall to 
the bottom.    

Hoboken Early Childhood Advisory Council

Teaching Your Child Prosocial Behavior

Welcome to the Jungle!

Our friends in Mrs. Gavin’s 
class were challenged to build 
a structure that would be stable 
enough to hold the weight of a 
book.  The “Unplugged Code” 
lesson (technology period) 
highlighted the vocabulary 
word:  PERSISTENCE.  This 
concept lent itself to a rich 
conversation about how the 
best and most useful things 
to do are the hardest to learn (i.e. talk, riding a bike).  
They concluded that when we make mistakes or fail at 
something, we have to keep trying again and again, even 
when something is very hard.  

Building a Foundation

During a recent visit to one of our preschool classrooms 
we were able to witness these young minds at work.    If 
you take a closer look at this picture, you will see that 
these children have created a town of wooden blocks 
(off to the right.)  In addition, they have created a divide 
which separates them from this town (line of blocks in 
front of the students.)  When we approached the students 
and asked about their creation, they discussed how 
they worked together to build a castle.  Upon further 
conversation, the children discussed how princesses and 
kings live in the various “pointy tops” they had created 
and they built a train track around the castle so that no one 
could get in without a ticket.  They also explained how 
they decided to draw their castle on white boards so they 
could recreate it another day.  This was one example of 
a conversation which shows how children are extending 
their learning of vocabulary and concepts into play time 
routines.

Each and every day that we walk into one of our 
classrooms, we are reminded of the beauty inside of 
the preschool mind.  These little minds have grown 
immensely over the past 6 months and this is just a small 
glimpse of the creativity that our teachers develop in our 
youngest learners.

Preschool News

Jelly Bean Sorting and Graphing

6th grade students were very excited to meet their future 
Hoboken Middle School principal, Dr. Davis, who came 
to introduce herself and meet her future students. 

Welcome, Dr. Davis!

(Pictured Above) The 4th Grade Wallace Black Basketball 
Team shows off their championship hardware.

(Pictured Left) After playing sideline basketball, Mrs. 
Scutellaro and Mr. Lucatorto led a discussion with Mrs. 
Arnone’s class and Mr. Fagan’s class where students 
highlighted examples of positive sportsmanship they 
saw during their game. 

PARCC Prep Challenge

Mrs. Rodrigues’ 8th grade artists have been working on Picasso style cubist 
portraits. The top row of portraits are by Picasso. The larger portraits below are 
by previous students, and were posted as exemplars for this group. Students first 
reflected on a personal quality that separates them from their friends, then executed 
the portrait emphasizing that quality.  For example, if the student likes to read 
maybe they would emphasize their eyes on their portrait,  or include some letters in 
their background. Check out the pictures below!

National Autism Awareness Month
This week in our recognition of Autism Awareness 
Month, author of The A in Autism Stands for Awesome, 
Lindsay James visited our Special Education Parent 
Advisory Committee during their April meeting. 

Many children joined in at the beginning of the meeting to 
enjoy a special read aloud of the inspirational work from 
Ms. James. Students were delighted to see photographs 
of their hometown throughout the book, while hearing a 
story of acceptance, inclusion, and awareness. 

Ms. James was inspired to write The A in Autism Stands 
for Awesome when she found that Autism was widely 
underrepresented in children's literature. For James, 
educators, and parents, this book is a way to spread a 
positive message of acceptance.

A presentation to parents and staff members highlighted 
her work as not only a teaching tool, but a way to help 
communicate what Autism is like through a positive lens. 

Ms. James provided powerful teaching tools, social 
stories, earning charts, and helpful resources on the 
"Power of Words".  National Autism Awareness Month 
is celebrates awareness, appreciation, acceptance, and 
inclusion of all of our students affected by Autism 
Spectrum Disorder. 

Stay tuned for the next edition of The Herald to learn 
more about our District’s efforts to promote positive 
action for National Autism Awareness Month.
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